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	TJC Rolling Out The Vote Tour – a KFTC Reflection Essay
 
It was a great pleasure to collaborate with two of my favorite organizations – Kentuckians for the Commonwealth (KFTC) and the Transformative Justice Coalition (TJC) to help maximize voter turnout in Kentucky’s 2023 election. 

I am Quincy Robinson, and I am a senior sociology major at the University of Louisville, a TJC Fellow, and a KFTC voter empowerment contractor. I attended TJC’s Gen Z and Millennial Votes Matter Leadership Training in Houston, Texas during the spring season. While sharing space with over fifty young leaders, I was able to learn about different issues related to voting rights, such as disenfranchisement of people convicted of felonies, and learn about the roles athletes and coaches can play in advancing voting rights. The training reinvigorated my passions and set the foundation for my relationship with TJC.
”The TJC Freedom Riders helped us feed students, distribute t-shirts, give away free banned books, and encourage students to apply for TJC’s next training...”
 
Five months and three TJC engagements later, Attorney Barbara Arnwine, the President and Founder of TJC, invited me to a planning call for TJC’s trip to Kentucky and Ohio. Taylor Martin, a KFTC voter empowerment contractor who attended TJC’s training in DC in September, and I were pleased to join the planning calls and organize an event on the University of Louisville’s campus. Taylor and I began planning the Election Day event on October 4th, reaching out to UofL student organizations like my Alpha Pi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Incorporated, Vote Everywhere, and the Office for Culture and Liberation for collaborative support. We also worked with Black Lives Matter Louisville to organize Rides to the Polls for students.

From November 1st to November 4th, Taylor and I met up with TJC’s leadership and freedom riders in Louisville, Frankfort, and Lexington to fellowship and distribute banned books and TJC shirts at community and campus events. On November 5th and 6th, Taylor and I finalized the details of the Election Day campus event. The TJC Freedom Riders helped us feed students, distribute t-shirts, give away free banned books, and encourage students to apply for TJC’s next training, which takes place in Phoenix during April of 2024. Students also had the opportunity to interact with the Hoop Bus, a repurposed school bus with basketball hoops on either side.

It was beautiful to see the whole event come together. I loved watching the Freedom Riders, who came from all around the nation, interact with UofL students to maximize voter turnout. I look forward to future partnerships between KFTC and TJC as we transition into the 2024 Presidential cycle.
 
- Quincy Robinson, JCKFTC Member
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	KFTC Voter Empowerment Contractor Reflection Essay
 
Working as a Voter Empowerment Contractor with Kentuckians for The Commonwealth (KFTC) has been an amazing learning experience that enhanced my leadership and collaboration skills. I had the wonderful opportunity to speak with community members about energy justice issues, register new voters, and distribute voter guides with information about candidates. I am grateful for the experience.
”It was very interesting to learn about the intersections between issues, community, and elections. I had the opportunity to learn from different community members about the issues that impact them as individuals, and then zoom out and look at the bigger picture, which shows a broader perspective.”
 
As a door-to-door canvasser, I knocked on doors with colleagues in West Louisville, where we learned about residents’ experiences with environmental and energy justice related issues. We invited residents to community visioning workshops to explore solutions to the problems that residents face. At the workshops, we led group discussions about how funding from the Inflation Reduction Act can address those problems. Additionally, we invited them to a hearing hosted by the Public Service Commission, where constituents voiced their concerns about LG&amp;E and Kentucky Utilities’ plans to build two new natural gas plants.

It was very interesting to learn about the intersections between issues, community, and elections. I had the opportunity to learn from different community members about the issues that impact them as individuals, and then zoom out and look at the bigger picture, which shows a broader perspective. Once I knew what issues people were passionate about, I was able to pitch voting as a solution. The individual vote is small, but the collective is massive, and the mass of voters can lead to social change. I did meet some registered voters who felt apathetic towards elections and the civic process, but those conversations allowed me to practice my elevator pitch to promote voting.

My relationship with KFTC has been great. I registered voters in 2018 and didn’t do much work with them after, but I became reunited with KFTC in 2023, and I am so grateful for it. Since working with KFTC, I have participated in JCKFTC chapter meetings, education policy work team meetings, and community events. I also helped organize an Election Day event on UofL’s campus to help get out the vote! I love my experience with KFTC and can’t wait to watch the relationship grow.

As a VE Contractor, I conversed with voters on issues they care about, explored solutions to those issues, registered new voters, distributed election information, and organized a campus event. It was an amazing experience and I am so thankful for the personal growth and professional development I have experienced here. Thank you, KFTC for a great job and amazing time!!
 
- Quincy Robinson, JCKFTC Member
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	Voting is Power
 
This is my first year as a Voter Empowerment Contractor with KFTC, and being active in the election. I am not able to vote and the closest thing to voting for me is encouraging and educating people who can vote to vote. To campaign the restoration of voting rights petition influenced people who may not think their vote matters, have a change of mind to vote. 

I share personal experiences making myself vulnerable to strangers who after hearing my story, takes it more personally and go vote for me and them. 
”The different tabling events showed me that empowerment and engagement is vital for the community to get positive and productive results and real life conversations.”
 
Through this whole experience I was able to be chosen for a local news soundbite for education policy. I was able to be chosen for two different KFTC [member-led] commercials, along with encouraging fellow KFTC members to do the same. 

The different tabling events showed me that empowerment and engagement is vital for the community to get positive and productive results and real life conversations. Overall I enjoyed everything from training to door knocking and getting the message out any way we can.
 
- Manny Clark, JCKFTC Member
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	Beyond a Desire to Help
 
My name is Elisha Clark, Louisville resident and member of the Jefferson County Chapter for KFTC.  I joined KFTC this past summer after attending a weekend yearly conference in Lexington, held by KFTC. I met so many amazing people who share a similar desire to help others and make the world a better place. 
”KFTC provides me with an outlet and community of like minded individuals who want to change our great state (and the world) for the better.”
 
The work KFTC does goes beyond a desire to help others, their actions lead to results for all Kentuckians. I’ve always had a passion for helping others, especially those who are disadvantaged. KFTC provides me with an outlet and community of like minded individuals who want to change our great state (and the world) for the better.  Being able to have open dialogue to discuss things such as education policy, environmental concerns, and minority rights are the reasons I joined KFTC. 

My one goal in life is to be a voice for those who can’t speak and ensure we are all treated equally, as our given birth right!! 

In addition to volunteering for KFTC, I am also a commissioned notary for the great state of Kentucky and enjoy making custom apparel. I can be reached by email at elishaclark502@gmail.com, or by phone at 502.999.2204
 
- Elisha Clark, JCKFTC Member
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	Reflection as a Voter Empowerment Contractor
 
My Name is Alonzo D. Malone as I look back to late July until Nov 8 , 2023. These 130 days have been rewarding and fulfilling. To actually share my reflections as a Voter empowerment Contractor with KFTC, I have to go back to 2010 when I fought for myself and others to be able to have our voting rights restored. I lobby with KFTC on a voluntary basis with Joe Gallenstein and Serena Owens. They told me how to advocate for restoration of voting rights with the different senators and Representatives. 
”When I became a contractor for KFTC to register people to vote it became more of a passion and reward to me to be able to register people to vote and encourage young and older African American to vote and that their votes count.”
 
I gained my rights back finally in 2016. When I became a contractor for KFTC to register people to vote it became more of a passion and reward to me to be able to register people to vote and encourage young and older African American to vote and that their votes count. When the [KFTC] Campaign switched to [voter] mobilization , I felt obliged to do whatever it took to mobilize people to get to the polls and vote. I went to several counties and all over the City of Louisville, including small municipalities within Metro Louisville to get out and vote. 

Although there were some disappointments on Election Night by 3 major Candidates that were endorsed by KFTC’s [New Power PAC]. I felt encouraged by the High number of voters who turned out in Louisville to cast their vote. I felt like we as a team made a difference. I could not have done the job I did with the Team in Lexington and northern Kentucky. I felt like a part of something and that I accomplished something rewarding.
 
- Alonzo Malone, JCKFTC Member
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	KFTC IMPACT
 
My journey of impact with KFTC has given me a whole new outcome on every day of living. I was able to get the opportunity to share some positive inputs and suggested ideas to the residents who are facing the same impact of high energy bills, the smell in our city, climate change impact, and the election. I attended some community meetings/workshops and community events and gave out voter guides - which was my first time seeing one. I had the opportunity to attend the public meetings with the city government. 

”...the one thing that stood out the most to me was the "Singing for Democracy" in Lexington. At this event, there were some members of KFTC who gave their testimony and encouraged others to vote.”
I enjoyed listening to some great stories and learning from other workers from KFTC and from residents/voters. But the one thing that stood out the most to me was the "Singing for Democracy" in Lexington. At this event, there were some members of KFTC who gave their testimony and encouraged others to vote. I had really enjoyed myself and am hoping Louisville could have a rally/service like this in near the future. I'm sure this could happen if we put our mind to it, and ask local choirs, churches, ministers, musicians, and leaders to come together and get involved. 

I also met some great people while working with KFTC. But most of the team I had worked with. Chase, Madison, and Quincy, are amazing to work with, we were a great team. I had really enjoyed myself and loved the job I did. If I have an opportunity to work for KFTC again, I will jump on it. 

- Karen Hudson, JCKFTC Member
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	My Experience working with KFTC
Working as a voter empowerment contractor with KFTC has been such a meaningful experience for me.  I was very active in my community for most of my adult life prior to experiencing incarceration and becoming a felon.  I volunteered at multiple organizations, I was active in the recovery community, and I felt like an active participant in life.  I had some negative experiences in recovery and distanced myself from communities that had been my home for so long.  These had been places where I found like minded people who were determined to be better and do better, to help others.  Its absence felt stark in contrast to life with community.  

Many of the places I volunteered were no longer an option due to being a felon.  Navigating the workforce was incredibly challenging.  Many of the companies I had worked with for a decade as an independent contractor no longer would work with me.  I kept cobbling together work while interviewing at company after company with offer letters rescinded upon the background check.  I let them know in the interview just what they would find and it was always, “Sorry, it’s a third party background check, it’s not up to us!” I needed to provide for myself and my one year old daughter and I had many sleepless nights worrying about how I was going to make it.  
"KFTC valued my time and was considerate of my feelings and needs by not allowing unpaid labor, ensuring we were taking good care of ourselves by checking in and encouraging self care, and I can’t leave out feeding us! "
 
My aunt has been a long time member of KFTC and was eager to tell me of work that not only took no issue with felonies, but WANTED and valued people with felonies in their pasts!  I was cautiously excited!  When I got the job I felt excited for the work we would be doing with voter restoration, but mostly relieved that with that income during election season I would have more of a buffer to figure out other work!  I could not have known how life changing this work would be.  Let me start with how incredible it feels to work for people who value your time and labor!! I worked for countless corporations who tried to force as much labor as humanly possibly out of me with no regard to my physical or mental health.  

KFTC valued my time and was considerate of my feelings and needs by not allowing unpaid labor, ensuring we were taking good care of ourselves by checking in and encouraging self care, and I can’t leave out feeding us!  I cannot express how much being fed is my love language!  It was so foreign to me to be treated with this respect from an employer and it set the bar higher for what I will accept from employers in the future!  As someone who cannot vote, it felt amazing to encourage others to use their voices in the election.  My voice had strength somewhere even if not at the polls.  

Gathering petition signatures to restore voting rights, registering voters, handing out voter guides, and talking to voters on the phone were some of the things we did.  More importantly to me, we connected with each other as a community and with our larger community.  I got to learn and grow with some of the best people I have ever met!  We had important conversations together about all sorts of issues our community is facing and shared with each other our own unique perspectives.  We took these conversations with us to all of the events we worked.  We showed up for each other as more than just coworkers, need a ride, need a plate, need a sitter (thank you D’Erika!!!). We had each other's backs.  We got to inform so many people with felonies in their pasts that they regained their right to vote in 2019!  It was beautiful the way people's faces lit up when they heard they could vote again.  
"More importantly to me, we connected with each other as a community and with our larger community."
 
Being in a system that feels like having a crushing weight on your back, pushing you to the ground every time you try to stand, anything that lessens that load feels like a cool drink of water in the desert.  It can give us the hope and motivation needed to keep going and to insist that yes we do matter!  Our experiences are valuable!  We have a strength together that will not be diminished by ignorant politicians trying to say our voices should not be heard!   It’s not up to them.  Working with KFTC gave me something more valuable than money, something I didn’t know how much I needed, a renewed sense of purpose in my community.

- Roseileen Fitts, JCKFTC Member
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	Reflections from the 2023 KFTC Annual Meeting
When I entered the theater after breakfast and seen all the shoulder rolls, hips movements and drums thumping... I knew then that this event was going to be lit. 

 Shortly after that, I sat in total awe as I watched four beautiful, brilliant black women take the stage as leaders in our communities. I listened to their backgrounds and where they came from. I listened to them as they spoke passionately of their purpose and reasoning for showing up everyday to do the work they do. Most awakening, I watched how the people at KFTC’s annual meeting showed out and SUPPORTED them… I knew then that this event was going to be powerful. 
"Seeing the youth on stage combining arts and activism; it took me back to my 14-year-old self where I, in a similar program, learned my voice mattered."

 Lunch came around and I realized there were vegan and vegetarian options and not just deep-fried refined sugars… I knew then that this event would be tasteful. 

 After break, seeing the youth on stage combining arts and activism; it took me back to my 14-year-old self where I, in a similar program, learned my voice mattered… I knew then that this event was going to be purposeful. 

 Later that evening I had a conversation with Mr. Neblett and his wife. He shared with me a part of our history I was never taught in school… That did it for me folks, I knew then that this event would be my drive. 

 Exiting the building, seeing young adults rap unfiltered truths about the state our of society… I knew then that this event served its purpose. 

 Thank you. 

 - Daishauna Aleman, JCKFTC Member
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	Jaz’Myne Ware - JCKFTC member
 
What pushed me to join KFTC?

I wanted to feel connected to the community and saw a JCKFTC Facebook meeting invite; I decided to try it out, I do not regret my decision!

What is my vision of a KY where everyone can thrive?

For Louisville specifically, I’d love to see more engagement with the community in the west end areas. I think that improving an overall sense of community has a long lasting list of benefits for every generation; involving the youth is essential. For Kentucky overall, I hope to see an increase in supportive, wrap around services; a decrease in child abuse; and an increase in education achievement for children of all races.
"I have alway had a passion for education from a young age. Education made me fee empowered and gave me hope for a brighter future."
 

Why do I have an interest in education policy?

I have always had a passion for education from a young age. Education made me feel empowered and gave me hope for a brighter future. I currently work as an academic coach within a non-profit. My main role is to support single parents, and their children, through school; I am a major source of accountability for our clients enrolled in college. I deeply believe that education can lift folks out of poverty and empower them. I want to make an impact in education and being part of the KFTC education policy work group is a way I can do just that.

What are my key takeaways from power 101?

A major piece that I will always remember is the accountability path which breaks downs and explains the steps that lead up to an individual (or a group) taking accountability. This is something that I can keep in mind as I act as an accountability partner to my clients.

- Jaz’Myne Ware, JCKFTC member
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	Chillin’ at the 2023 Annual Meeting
 
I had a DAMN good time chillin’ at the 2023 annual meeting, as it was my first time attending. The lineup included Hannah Drake, a poet who captivates you with her words and aims to sculpt your brain into a sharpened tool that can “shake a nation” for liberation alongside her. Additionally, Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II – a relentless warrior for “poor people” – charged us up with critical words, moving songs, and a call for people to join him on stage for a collective rallying cry that affirmed our commitment to justice.
"If we use art, education, critical consciousness, and emotion to build movements "from the hood to the holler", from kids to the elders, we can win. Where's that intentional agenda, though?"
 
While there were many more speakers and performers that my word count won’t allow (LOL), I MUST recount an experience I had during the youth segment. Bonifacio Aleman facilitated a conversation with youth who engaged in a social justice camp, and they discussed their artwork. One picture that illustrated lung ailments and death moved a white woman to tears. She turned around to me and said, “Oh my God, that’s exactly what I went through with my family.” As she continued to cry, she asked, “Can you rub my back or something to help me feel better?” In that moment, what resounded was the collective grief that we – as structurally marginalized Black people, indigenous people, poor people, and more – hold in the wells of our tear ducts, ready to unleash like waterfalls at any trigger moment. As I rubbed her shoulder, I encouraged her to tell the youth how their art impacted her. Essentially, perpetual environmental injustice occurring in the West End of Louisville was exposed by some brilliant Black kids and a white woman from rural Kentucky could relate; that’s the magic! 

If we use art, education, critical consciousness, and emotion to build movements “from the hood to the holler,” from the kids to the elders, we can win. Where’s that intentional agenda, though? 

This is a reminder that we MUST create it if we all want to feel better…and spark waterfalls of joy instead of grief.
 
 
-Dr. Trinidad Jackson, JCKFTC Member
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