News of KFTC and our issues
	Racial Justice & Equity Events in Lexington
Release Date:&nbsp;Thursday, June 3, 2021Press Contact:&nbsp;Tayna FogleOrganizer859-492-0397Send EmailMEDIA ADVISORY: June 3, 2021
Two events related to the urban county council’s consideration of an ordinance banning no-knock police warrants.
Get the perspective of the community’s black faith leaders. 
Tuesday, June 8
Press Briefing,  10 a.m.Main Street Baptist Church582 W. Main Street – Lexington
 Council Watch Party, 3 p.m.Shiloh Baptist Church237 E. Fifth Street – Lexington
 
CONTACT: Tayna Fogle, organizerKentuckians For The CommonwealthTayna@kftc.org859-492-0397


REMINDER: Tonight, 6 p.m.. Lex-Stand for Breonna’s Law Virtual Town HallWith Rep. Attica Scott and Councilmember James BrownREGISTER 

We'll discuss Senate Bill 4 (a new state law that restricts no-knock warrants) and the proposed ordinance to ban no-knocks in Lexington.
 
Issue Area(s):&nbsp;Racial Justice
	Tentative settlement reached in LG&E and Kentucky Utilities rate hike case
Bill increases will be reducedRelease Date:&nbsp;Thursday, April 22, 2021Press Contact:&nbsp;Cassia HerronKFTC Chairperson(502) 996-0590Send Email
Additional Contacts
Andy McDonaldKentucky Solar Energy Society andyboeke@yahoo.com(502) 223-7936
Cathy KuhnMetropolitan Housing Coalition ckuhn@metropolitanhousing.org (603) 325-1686
Josh BillsMountain Association josh@mtassociation.org(859) 893-6123

Future energy bills won’t be quite as steep for LG&amp;E and Kentucky Utilities customers thanks to the intervention of several public interest groups.
The groups announced this week a negotiated settlement with the two monopoly utilities that reduces the revenue increases they sought by one third, increases investment in bill assistance to low-income residents, and eliminates proposed increases to the flat monthly service charge that would have affected all residential gas and electric customers. 
The settlement comes with a mixture of relief and satisfaction but also ongoing concerns for unresolved and anti-consumer issues. It must be approved by the Kentucky Public Service Commission.
“Our interest has always been protecting low-income residential customers, and we feel that many stipulations in this agreement do that,” noted Cathy Kuhn, executive director of Metropolitan Housing Coalition. “In addition to achieving significant reductions in the overall gas and electric rate hikes, the companies agreed to no increase in the fixed customer charge, the amount customers pay regardless of how much energy they use. 
"This was an important win, because the increase in the fixed charge would have disproportionately impacted low-income residents, female-headed households with children, households with disabilities, and communities of color.”
Notably, the parties did not reach an agreement on the utility’s plan to slash by 80 percent the value of the credit that rooftop solar customers receive for energy their systems provide to the grid. Testimony on the solar net-metering dimensions of the case will be considered by the Kentucky Public Service Commission, which is also weighing a similar but different net-metering proposal from a third utility, Kentucky Power. 
Andy McDonald of the Kentucky Solar Energy Society stated, “KYSES was especially focused on the utilities’ proposed changes to net metering, which was the one issue which was not resolved in the settlement. We will continue to work for fair solar net metering rates as this issue goes to hearing.”
The coalition of public interest groups intervening in this case included Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, Metropolitan Housing Coalition, Mountain Association and Kentucky Solar Energy Society. The groups were jointly represented by Tom FitzGerald of the Kentucky Resources Council. Together they pooled resources to hire expert witnesses who provided written testimony and analysis to the Kentucky Public Service Commission on issues affecting low- and moderate-income residential customers and small businesses, energy efficiency,and rooftop solar.
The groups also informed and organized affected ratepayers from many communities across Kentucky to submit written and verbal public comments. 
“Kentuckians are fortunate to have strong grassroots organizations who pull together to protect ratepayers and our health and climate from unreasonable actions by monopoly utilities,” said Cassia Herron, chairperson of Kentuckians For The Commonwealth. “But we are deeply disappointed by the office of Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron, which took a position in this case in support of the utilities’ efforts to slash the value of rooftop solar energy. And to city leaders who also intervened in this case, we say ‘Thanks, but there is much more work to do to protect the needs of residents and advance locally-owned, clean, and affordable energy.’” 
A summary of significant agreements reached in the tentative settlement include:


Kentucky Utilities will receive 32 percent less revenue than they asked for, while Louisville Gas and Electric will receive 40 percent less revenue than it sought from its electric customers.


Residential bills will rise by far less than the original proposal. For LG&amp;E and KU customers, average monthly electric bills will rise by about 7 percent, compared with increases of about 11 percent in the original proposal. LG&amp;E gas customers will see a 6.4 percent average increase on their monthly bill, compared to 9.4 percent in the original proposal.  


The utilities dropped their plan to increase the fixed meter charge that all residential customers pay each month, regardless of how much energy they use. This was a key demand of the public interest groups.


 The utilities agreed not to raise rates again for four years, unless public policies affect their business model. 


The utilities agreed to increase shareholder contributions to bill relief for low income customers by 7 percent, matching the 7 percent increase in average residential bills.


The utilities agreed to evaluate the costs and benefits of an on-bill financing program, which is an innovative approach to financing energy efficiency upgrades with no upfront costs for residential customers. They also agreed to evaluate peak-time rebates, which would give participating customers monetary credit for voluntarily reducing energy use during periods of high demand for electricity on the grid system. 


The settlement allows the utilities to begin deploying Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI), but at no additional cost to customers until after new meters are in use, and only if utilities can prove net costs in a future rate case. Also, no change in data use policies or utility cutoff policies will go into effect until that future case.


Walmart, Kroger and some local governments also were intervenors in the case.
Having resolved many issues affecting ratepayers in this case, the public interest groups will continue to engage Kentuckians and the Kentucky Public Service Commission in the days and weeks ahead to protect the future of rooftop solar in the Commonwealth. That part of LG&amp;E and KU’s rate case was carved out of the settlement agreement and will be considered separately by the Commission.   
******
Issue Area(s):&nbsp;Economic JusticeNew Energy and Transition
	Lexington Breonna’s Law Town Hall
Release Date:&nbsp;Monday, March 1, 2021Press Contact:&nbsp;Tayna FogleKFTC Organizer859-492-0397Send EmailLexington Breonna’s Law Town Hall on Monday, March 1
What would a Breonna's Law look like in Lexington, and why is it important and necessary? How should it mirror or differ from the recent ordinance passed in Louisville? What are the next steps?
These and many other questions will be discussed at a virtual Town Hall to be held on Monday, March 1 at 6 p.m.
“Anyone concerned with justice must be concerned about the injustice of No-Knock Warrants against marginalized communities throughout the state,” said Reverend Dr. D. Anthony Everett, executive director of Mission Behind Bars and Beyond (www.MissionB3.org). “We acknowledge the injustice done, not only to Breonna Taylor and her family, but to each of Kentucky’s Black and impoverished communities, also.”
A powerful panel of speakers will join State Representative Attica Scott for the town hall. Scott is the sponsor of Breonna’s Law, House Bill 21, in the General Assembly.
Other panelists will be:

James Brown, Urban County Council representative, District 1
Keturah Herron, ACLU-KY Policy Strategist
Shauntrice Martin, KFTC organizer
Reverend Dr. Michael Robinson, pastor of Total Grace Church
Denotra Spruill Gunther, former Assistant Fayette County Attorney.
Defense Attorney Daniel Whitley
Rev. Clark Williams, Shiloh Baptist Church and the People's Campaign

Moderators for the town hall will be Dr. Arnold Farr of the University of Kentucky and “Pastor E” Reverend Dr. D. Anthony Everett of Mission Behind Bars and Beyond.
“Racial Justice is not just an end to the visible injustices but a fight toward justice for all especially Black, Brown and poor people,” said Rev. Don Gillette.
The town hall is co-sponsored by Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, Mission Behind Bars and Beyond and Lex-Stand for Breonna's Law Coalition.
######
Issue Area(s):&nbsp;Racial Justice
	Kentucky Power rate increase proposal also would reduce solar energy jobs for Kentuckians
Release Date:&nbsp;Monday, November 16, 2020Press Contact:&nbsp;Andy McDonaldKentucky Solar Energy Society502-699-2553Send EmailThe bright potential of the rooftop solar industry for eastern Kentucky could be quickly extinguished if Kentucky Power’s proposed net metering rates are approved by the Public Service Commission.   
As part of its proposed 25 percent residential rate increase, the company wants to reduce the credit value of energy supplied by rooftop solar customers to the utility by two-thirds and move future net metering customers into a complex time-of-use rate. 
This would undermine the growing rooftop solar industry in Kentucky and the jobs it produces, according to Andy McDonald with the Kentucky Solar Energy Society. The result would be to smother the growth of rooftop solar in eastern Kentucky, an industry which is seeing rapid job growth across the country. 
"The proposed system is complicated and very unfair to solar customers," McDonald said. “It does not account for the full value that solar provides to the utility. Kentucky Power thinks it’s fair to charge their customers 15 cents per kilowatt-hour during peak times in the summer, yet only credit solar customers 3.7 cents for the solar energy they supply to the utility.” 
Net metering customers with solar panels on their homes put any excess energy generated back into the electric grid, which Kentucky Power sells to their neighbors or other customers. The solar panel homeowner gets a credit on their bill for those contributed kilowatt-hours, which results in savings on their electric bill and helps pay for the solar panels.
Customers currently receive a one-for-one kilowatt-hour credit. This allows solar generation created during the day to offset energy used at night, and allows the cost of the solar panels to be recovered in about 8 to 10 years, 
Net metering came under attack by state legislators in 2019. A new net metering law gives authority to the Public Service Commission to change how net metering customers are compensated for the power they supply to the grid. The current Kentucky Power rate case is the first case in which it will do so, likely setting a precedent for future cases.
If the company’s proposal is approved by the PSC, these changes would greatly increase the payback period for rooftop solar investments and discourage many people from switching to solar power, denying them the chance to reduce their bills and stabilize their energy costs. 
“Distributed solar needs to remain a viable option for struggling businesses and nonprofits because it will save them money, and help usher in a new sector of energy jobs in eastern Kentucky. Under Kentucky Power’s new proposal, they would remove the one-for-one credit, making it nearly impossible to pay off an investment in solar in a timely manner,” wrote Josh Bills with the Mountain Association. 
Bills has worked with the Mountain Association to help hundreds of businesses, nonprofits, public agencies and homeowners save thousands of dollars in energy cost.
“The simple truth is that solar and other renewable energy projects are good for our state,” he continued. “We see for-profits and nonprofits reduce operating expenses and level out seasonal electric bills through solar every day. We see monthly costs for investments in solar exceeded by monthly bill savings. Planning, building and maintaining these systems requires highly-skilled, good-paying jobs – jobs that eastern Kentuckians desperately need.”
Comments on the proposal may be sent to the Public Service Commission via email with “Case number 2020-00174” as the subject line, to: psc.info@ky.gov. Provide your full name and place of residence in the body of the email. 
Comments also can be mailed to the Public Service Commission, PO Box 615, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-0615.
More information and helpful talking points can be found at: kftc.org/kentuckypower2020.
Case documents may be found at: psc.ky.gov/PSC_WebNet/ViewCaseFilings.aspx?case=2020-00174  
Kentucky Power is a subsidiary of American Electric Power, one of the largest utilities in the nation. It owns or operates about 60 generating stations and 40,000 miles of transmission lines, with capacity to supply 26 million customers in 11 states with power.
Kentucky Power serves about 165,000 customers in 20 eastern Kentucky counties.
######
Campaign:&nbsp;Just TransitionSustainable EnergyIssue Area(s):&nbsp;Economic JusticeNew Energy and Transition
	Kentucky Power customers asked to comment on proposed rate increase
Release Date:&nbsp;Wednesday, November 4, 2020Press Contact:&nbsp;Jerry HardtSend EmailKentucky Power customers in eastern Kentucky have the opportunity to comment on the company’s latest plan to increase electricity bills.
The investor-owned utility company has asked the Public Service Commission to approve a 25 percent increase in both its basic service charge (what one pays even if no electricity is used) and its per kilowatt hour charge for electricity actually used.
“It's not hard to figure out what a rate increase could do to somebody who is already on a fixed income,” said Amber Bailey, a mother of three and Kentucky Power customer who says it’s already a challenge to get her bills paid. “People who rely on Social Security or disability, they get that check, and that's it. People have no room for changing budgets. Minimum wage is still $7.25.”
Residential bills are split up into a fixed, monthly charge, and a “per kilowatt hour” energy charge. Kentucky Power proposes increasing both. The monthly charge would go up to $17.50/month, a 25 percent increase above its current $14 (before taxes and fees). And the energy charge would go up above 12 cents/kWh, also a 25 percent increase.  
Neither of these rate increases are warranted in the middle of a pandemic and ongoing economic crisis, said Tom Vierheller, also a Kentucky Power customer. 
 “Utility companies currently have record low financing rates, record low fuel costs and record high executive compensation,” Vierheller pointed out. “Many families in eastern Kentucky were past the financial breaking point before COVID19. This is not the time to impose rate increases that will terribly affect homes of low income families with children and seniors.”
If allowed, this would be Kentucky Power’s third rate increase in five years.
“It wasn't even two years ago that Kentucky Power asked for a rate increase, and was granted it. So I'm wondering why they're even entertaining this in the middle of COVID,” Bailey added. “We all know how many people have filed for unemployment since COVID started. We were already hard hit before the pandemic, as far as jobs.”
Kentucky Power serves about 165,000 customers in 20 eastern Kentucky counties.
The company’s plans would harm opportunities for residents in eastern Kentucky to benefit from the growing number of solar energy jobs, and take away incentives to conserve energy.
This rate case will mark the PSC's first decision on changes to the net metering rate – the credit rooftop solar customers receive for power fed into the electric grid – since the net metering law was changed in 2019. As the first rate case following the new law, this could set a precedent for other utility rate cases across the state.
Utilities want to sharply reduce the value of solar power for Kentuckians who want to add rooftop solar panels in the future. It would place solar customers into a complicated time-of-use rate structure and would greatly undervalue electricity fed back to the utility and ultimately to other customers.
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, the Kentucky Solar Energy Society and the Mountain Association have intervened in the case on behalf of residential customers in eastern Kentucky. They ask anyone concerned about the rate increase and devaluing of solar energy to write to the Public Service Commission with their concerns.
“Kentucky Power has some of the highest rates in the state to begin with … and they have raised their rates twice since 2016,” according to Andy McDonald with the Kentucky Solar Energy Society. “Both the size of the increase and the way they want to go about doing it are harmful to their customers.”
Comments may be sent via email with “Case number 2020-00174” as the subject line, to: psc.info@ky.gov. Provide your full name and place of residence in the body of the email. 
Comments also can be mailed to the Public Service Commission, PO Box 615, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-0615. Public comments should be sent by the hearing scheduled for November 17.
Three virtual public comment hearings will be held on November 13 (1-4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.) and November 16 (6-9 p.m.). 
To sign up, email psc.meeting@ky.gov with subject line "Case 2020-00174 Agenda" and ask to be placed on the speaker list, and specify which hearing. Include name, address and phone number. The PSC will confirm one’s place and send information on how to join the hearing signed up for.
More information and helpful talking points can be found at: kftc.org/kentuckypower2020.
Case documents may be found at: psc.ky.gov/PSC_WebNet/ViewCaseFilings.aspx?case=2020-00174  
Kentucky Power is a subsidiary of American Electric Power, one of the largest utilities in the nation. It owns or operates about 60 generating stations and 40,000 miles of transmission lines, with capacity to supply 26 million customers in 11 states with power.
######
Campaign:&nbsp;Sustainable EnergyIssue Area(s):&nbsp;Economic JusticeNew Energy and Transition
	RECLAIM Act, AML Pass the House as part of H.R. 2, The Moving Forward Act
Now McConnell must allow Senate passageRelease Date:&nbsp;Thursday, July 2, 2020Press Contact:&nbsp;Teri BlantonKFTC Member859-582-0312Send Email
Additional Media Contact
Rebecca SheltonAppalachian Citizens’ Law Center859-893-0543
Resources

The Moving Forward Act summary
FixWhatsBroke.org website
A breakdown of unfunded AML sites in Kentucky, by county
RECLAIMAct.org, a website of the national RECLAIM Coalition
How the RECLAIM Act would impact Kentucky (Sierra Club)
Fixing What’s Broke Report (Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, July 2019)
Local resolutions in support of the RECLAIM Act


Kentucky will have a better chance at seeing its $400 million backlog of mine reclamation projects move forward thanks to legislation passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on July 1.
Both the RECLAIM Act and reauthorization of the Abandoned Mine Lands Program were included in the INVEST in America Act (a.k.a The Moving Forward Act), a broad bill addressing the country’s infrastructure needs.
"I am overjoyed that Congress is finally helping to clean up abandoned mines and polluted waterways," said Joanne Hill, a retired nurse originally from Harlan County now living in Pulaski County. "For too long, Kentuckians have been pleading for action with no response.”
“Today our creeks run every shade of gray and orange due to pollution from abandoned mine sites," said Teri Blanton, a past chairperson of Kentuckians For The Commonwealth. "The 1977 federal Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act requires coal companies to pay into a fund to reclaim their old mines and clean up polluted creeks. But over the years, Congress has held back billions of dollars that were supposed to be used creating jobs and reclaiming land in our communities.”
The RECLAIM Act accelerates the release of an additional $1 billion over five years (across 20 states) for reclamation projects that are tied to economic and community development projects on or near the mine site. The legislation does not cost taxpayers a dime, but simply releases funds already collected for the purpose of cleaning up old mines.
The legislation prioritizes projects that return unsafe mine lands and waterways to productive use, including agriculture (including aquaponics, greenhouses and orchards), solar energy or wind production, recreation and adventure tourism, community services, affordable housing, and local businesses).
The bill passed the House 233-188. Only Rep. John Yarmuth voted for the bill, with other Reps. James Comer, Brett Guthrie, Thomas Massie, Hal Rogers and Andy Barr voting against the measure.
Thousands of good new jobs in U.S. mining communities would be created or supported by the release of these funds, jobs that fit the skills and work experiences of many laid-off miners.
Kentucky has a backlog of 1,089 sites in eastern and western Kentucky that qualify for support from the Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) fund. The federal Office of Surface Mining estimates completing all the remaining AML projects in Kentucky would require more than $400 million.
The AML program, from which RECLAIM funds would come, is set to expire at the end of 2021 unless Congress acts to extend it.
To realize these benefits, the legislation also has to pass the Senate. Whether it does it largely up to Sen. Mitch McConnell.
“We've knocked on Senator McConnell's door time and time again seeking his support for the RECLAIM Act and funding for the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund. Up to this point we've been left out in the cold. It's time for that to change," said Hill.
This legislation is a critical step for coal community recovery after the decline of the coal industry and the economic effects of COVID-19. The RECLAIM Act and reauthorization of the abandoned mine reclamation fee was recently endorsed by more than 100 organizations across the United States in a letter to congressional leadership.
Campaign:&nbsp;Just TransitionMountaintop Removal and Strip MiningIssue Area(s):&nbsp;Coal and WaterNew Energy and TransitionTags:&nbsp;RECLAIM Act
	Comments demonstrate strong support for state control of solar policies
Kentucky solar customers, state regulators ask FERC to maintain states rightsRelease Date:&nbsp;Friday, June 19, 2020Press Contact:&nbsp;Cara CooperKentucky Solar Advocacy Network859-242-6435Send EmailNational solar advocates Solar United Neighbors and Vote Solar submitted more than 20,000 public comments in support of states rights to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), marking the close of the public comment period in Docket EL20-42. 
The New England Ratepayers Association, a secretive group with strong ties to monopoly utilities, has asked FERC to take away states' ability to administer net metering. Net metering ensures solar owners receive fair credit for the solar energy they produce, but do not use themselves.
"We've seen tremendous grassroots support for solar net metering over the years here in Kentucky," said Cara Cooper of the Kentucky Solar Advocacy Network. “Decisions around the future of solar in our state need to be made at the local level where local people can be a part of the process, not at the federal level where decision makers don't have our best interests in mind."
Solar United Neighbors and Vote Solar collected and submitted comments from almost 350 Kentuckians. They were joined by Louisville Gas and Electric/Kentucky Utilities, East Kentucky Power Cooperative, the Public Service Commission of Kentucky and the Kentucky Solar Industries Association, all of which intervened in the case. 
In total, Solar United Neighbors and Vote Solar submitted nearly 9,000 comments from solar owners, more than 2,000 from workers and 331 from solar business owners.
The federal petition currently on FERC’s desk would override all states’ rights to set net metering policy, and if passed could do great harm to independent solar installers, as well as future and existing solar customers, by slashing the return on investment they expect to receive through net metering. 
This is, incredibly, even more damaging than the Kentucky state legislature’s Senate Bill 100, the 2019 anti-net metering bill whose full impact is still being determined. 
SB 100 didn’t impact existing solar customers. And all attempts to reverse SB 100 in future legislative sessions will be fruitless if the Trump administration approves this petition.
“Two years ago my husband and I purchased solar panels for our home. Although this required a significant chunk of our savings, we knew that with net metering, this was a sound investment for people on a fixed income. Distributed solar is profoundly important for personal energy budgeting, community energy resilience, and the reduction of greenhouse gasses and fossil fuel co-pollutants. I urge you to ... deny this petition and let states make their own energy choices,” wrote KFTC member Cathy Clement, from Lexington, in her comments.    
“I have severe asthma and it matters to me how we get our energy. Please do not make it harder to have solar make sense economically. My asthma treatment costs my insurance company around $28,000 a year. Externalities like air pollution from coal-fired power just make people like me pay more,” wrote Megan Naseman of Berea.
There are approximately 2.2 million residential net metering customers and 100,000 net metering businesses across the country. Together, they have invested billions of dollars in solar, with the expectation of recovering those costs through net metering. 
In addition to the return-on-investment of solar owners, all grid participants are at risk of higher electricity bills if the program disappears. Without continued investment in local solar, there will be fewer local clean energy jobs, increased reliability issues, grid maintenance costs and a less resilient system that is more vulnerable to extreme weather events.
Campaign:&nbsp;Energy DemocracyJust TransitionIssue Area(s):&nbsp;New Energy and Transition
	Call for Urgent Congressional Action to Help Coal-Impacted Communities
Release Date:&nbsp;Monday, March 9, 2020Press Contact:&nbsp;Dana KuhnlineNational RECLAIM Coalition304-825-3262Send EmailFor Immediate Release: March 9, 2020
 
Rep. Cartwright Joins Appalachian Advocates in Call for Urgent Congressional Action to Help Coal-Impacted Communities
 
More than 100 organizations have signed onto a letter urging U.S. House leadership to support legislation critical to the communities and miners struggling with America’s declining demand for coal.

Washington, D.C. – More than 100 organizations have added their names to a sign on letter urging U.S. House leadership to prioritize several bills that would aid coal-impacted communities across the U.S. These bills have stalled in Congress, despite bipartisan support and an urgent need for solutions in former coal mining communities. The letter was sent to House leaders this morning. 
Rep. Matt Cartwright (D-PA) joined advocates from Appalachia in a press call to urge an end to the delays.
“From revitalizing our mine-scarred lands to taking care of the people who used to work them, our coal communities face many challenges,” said Rep. Cartwright. “There’s a lot of work to do, and it’s why I’m leading legislation supported by both Democrats and Republicans to reauthorize the Abandoned Mine Land Trust Fund, accelerate investments from it and ensure miners with black lung disease get the benefits they deserve. 
"Coal country can’t wait any longer. I’m urging my colleagues in leadership to bring these bills to the floor to protect the rights of miners and their families, create jobs and revitalize our communities.”
Cartwright joined advocates to urge that House leaders bring the following legislation to the floor: 


Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act Amendments of 2019 (H.R.4248), to address the clean-up of dangerous and polluting abandoned mine lands;




RECLAIM Act (H.R. 2156), to spur immediate job creation and create the conditions for longer term, locally driven economic development efforts in coal communities; and




Black Lung Benefits Disability Trust Fund Solvency Act (H.R.3876), to adequately fund the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund at prior level for 10 years.


These are key opportunities to support miners, clean up environmental hazards, lay the foundation for new jobs, and create an economic boost for communities struggling with the decline of the coal industry. 
This past week, the Senate announced upcoming votes on legislative packages that provide an opportunity to advance legislation for coal-impacted communities. Legislation such as the RECLAIM Act is a perfect fit for either of these packages, addressing changes in energy production, and the future health of our communities and public lands.
Advocates on the call shared information on the ways these bills could begin to fix serious issues holding back their communities as they work to diversify and strengthen local economies. West Virginia State Delegate Evan Hansen spoke about the need for just transition in the state for communities impacted by job losses in coal mining and coal generation. "We need to help diversify those economies and create jobs. We need the resources available at the national level to support our local and state efforts."
Betty Sue Hess, Treasurer of the Vansant, Virginia Chapter of the Black Lung Association talked about how her husband’s black lung disease severely impacts their family and how this growing epidemic is impacting her larger community. She spoke about the desperate need for the Black Lung Excise Tax to protect miners and their families suffering from this serious illness and asked congress to help her community by ensuring the solvency of the Black Lung Trust Fund. 
“I invite leadership to attend our black lung meetings and see firsthand the problems our members have. My neighbor had to sell his cattle. He can’t breathe the cold air, and in the summertime, the heat is unsafe. This disease affects the whole family, and the whole community, not just the coal miner,” said Dean Vance of Honaker, Virginia. 
Vance worked 13 years in coal mines before being brought out due to injuries from an explosion. This is his third year as president of the Black Lung Association of Southwest Virginia, Chapter 1. “Coal miners are dependent on a ten-year extension of the Black Lung Excise Tax.”
“My hometown, like many others in the coalfields, deserves attention, clean water, good paying jobs, and a better quality of life. There is a great opportunity for those who have worked in the coal industry in the field of abandoned mine reclamation. Mine reclamation can become a major generator for job creation,” said speaker Bobby Hughes. Hughes is the executive director of the Eastern Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation and a lifelong resident of Representative Cartwright’s district in the coal region of Northeast Pennsylvania.
Advocates have gathered signatures from local and national organizations on a letter that was sent to Congressional leaders today.The diverse list of 109 organizations who joined the letter includes national labor unions, community groups, economic development organizations, reclamation specialists, environmental nonprofits, faith-based organizations and black lung advocacy groups. There are nearly three dozen national and regional groups joining 75 organizations working locally across 15 states. 
In the letter, they state: “Rebuilding regional economies takes many years. Coal communities and workers have powered American homes and businesses for more than a century, and they deserve support as America’s energy landscape changes.” 

#####
 
Link to Sign on Letter: Located here
Recording of Press Call: Located here
	Rally for a Healthy Democracy
We are Kentuckians and we’re Fighting to Build a Democracy.  Release Date:&nbsp;Tuesday, March 3, 2020Press Contact:&nbsp;Debra GranerKFTC Member502-352-1031Send EmailWHEN: Wednesday, March 4, 1 p.m. ET
LOCATION: State capitol rotunda, Frankfort
WHO: Kentuckians For The Commonwealth and ally groups
Legislators have a clear choice to make voting convenient and accessible for all Kentucky citizens rather than creating new barriers and excluding thousands.
Those choices will be highlighted during a 1 p.m. rally on Wednesday, March 4, in the Capitol rotunda sponsored by Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, the League of Women Voters, the Kentucky Poor People's Campaign and others. 
The groups are calling for action on legislation that builds a government responsive to constituents and that the people can trust. That means restoration of voting rights for all Kentuckians with felonies in their past, same-day voter registration, access to voting for Kentucky citizens without photo IDs, fairly drawn redistricting maps, and more.
Members of KFTC and other groups like the League of Women Voters and the Poor People’s Campaign will meet with legislators throughout the day starting at 8:30 a.m., and also register voters at the capitol building and annex.
In particular, voter registration tables will help people understand who got their right to vote back through Governor Beshear’s executive action last year and who did not.  
The rally at 1 p.m. will focus on putting pressure on the legislature to pass key reforms and stop bills that make it harder to vote (listed below).  Most speakers are Kentuckians with felonies in their past telling their personal stories.  
Speakers will arrive early or stay after for media interviews.
 
CONTACTS: Here are three available for phone interviews to tell their stories.


Debra Graner, Frankfort - 502-352-1031


Alaina Combs, Louisville - 502-263-9541


Shelton McElroy, Louisville - 502-415-4179


 
For Further Information:
Dave Newton - Kentuckians For The Commonwealth Democracy Organizer. Available for issue background only, 859-420-8919.
 
Further background and framing
Kentuckians in every county, no matter what we look like or how much money we make, know that our democracy works best when elections are free and fair. When more of us have a say at the ballot box, we can elect leaders who will stand up for all of us and our vision for the commonwealth.
Throughout our history, we’ve fought to expand the right to vote to working class people, to Black men and to women. And at every turn, a handful of people have tried to deny the promise of equal rights – dividing us against each other. We have the chance to continue that legacy by respecting the right to vote of every Kentuckian, no matter what we look like, our gender, or our past mistakes. We can make Kentucky a place where democracy includes all of us, no exceptions. 
Bill stances:
FOR: House Bill 6, which would amend the Kentucky Constitution to restore voting rights people with felonies in their past once their sentence is completed. It would send the amendment to Kentucky voters for ratification.  This bill has 20 co-sponsors in the House including two Republicans.  
FOR: House Bill 326, which would create a fifteen-member Advisory Redistricting Commission to use statewide input to develop district lines. While the General Assembly would still make the final decision, legislators would consider Commission’s recommendations first and ask the Commission for revisions second, with an option of developing its own plan after completing those steps. The goal is to develop fair maps based on wide public input.
FOR: House Bill 81, which would make each application for a driver's license also an application for voter registration, unless the person declines.  Eighteen other states already have automatic voter registration, which has shown to universally increase voter registration numbers.
FOR: House Bill 80, which would allow Kentuckians to register to vote at their polling location on election day.  Seventeen states already have same-day voter registration, which particularly helps people who move close to election day or young people to vote.
AGAINST: Senate Bill 62, which proposes to restore voting rights only to folks with certain felony convictions. However, the bill doesn't actually give Kentuckians the right to vote back. Rather, it makes it so that the legislature can decide to give some people their right to vote back if they decide to do so through more legislation, but almost all of the people that could possibly get the right to vote that way already got their right to vote back through Governor Beshear's Executive Action.
AGAINST: Senate Bill 2, which makes it harder for Kentucky citizens without a photo ID to vote.  Many Kentuckians, particularly elderly Kentuckians, students, and lower income Kentuckians don’t have photo IDs and we should be making it easier for citizens to vote, not harder.  This purports to stop people from impersonating other voters on election day, but no one has been accused of that this century.  It’s a solution without a problem.
FOR: House Bill 111, which would require candidates for statewide offices to publicly release five years of tax returns.
Speakers (subject to change):


Serena Owen (NKY)


Debbie Graner (Frankfort)


Alaina Combs (Louisville)


Shelton McElroy (Louisville)


Roger Fox (Lexington)


Bill Rone (Lexington)


Richard Petro (WKY)


Cindy Heine (Fair Maps) (Lexington)


Aubrey Clemmons (Louisville)


Rep Charles Booker (Louisville)


Savvy Shabazz (Louisville) 


Xavier Fogle (Louisville) 


Arnold Farr (Lexington) 


Richard Young (NKY)


Juan Gomez (Lexington)
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	KFTC’s New Power PAC endorses Charles Booker in Democratic primary for U.S. Senate
Release Date:&nbsp;Thursday, February 27, 2020Press Contact:&nbsp;Cassia HerronKFTC Chairperson502-996-0590Send EmailWith enthusiasm for a candidate whose values and vision align with theirs, Kentuckians For The Commonwealth’s New Power PAC has announced it endorses Charles Booker in the Democratic primary for the U.S Senate.
“Our leadership overwhelmingly believes Charles Booker rises above the other candidates in his lived experience and in our shared vision for Kentucky. Booker is the strongest choice for Kentuckians who want an improved life for all of us – regardless of the color of our skin, size of our bank account or which neighborhood or holler we call home,” said Cassia Herron of Louisville, KFTC’s chairperson. 
"Booker's candidacy is an excellent opportunity for us to challenge the electoral process that often promotes elitism, division and wealth. We know that the majority of Kentuckians work hard for limited income. Many of us don't have privilege that opens doors of opportunity. It will take all of us working across lines of race, class and geography in order to get Booker on the ballot in November ... and we're ready and all in!"
KFTC announced the endorsement on Thursday evening in an email to its members.
“When Kentuckians go to the polls, we don’t just choose between candidates. We choose what kind of state we want to call home. What kind of jobs we want. Whether we can go to the doctor when we’re sick. How we want to treat our neighbors,” the email from Herron read.
KFTC sent a questionnaire to all 10 Democratic primary candidates and invited the eight who responded for an interview. Five did.
After the interviews, KFTC leaders across the state considered the candidates’ positions, values and records. Following a recommendation of the KFTC Steering Committee, the Executive Committee voted to have the New Power PAC endorse Booker.
“This is the time to go all in on a person we believe in. Charles Booker is that person,” said Meta Mendel-Reyes, a KFTC Executive Committee member from Berea.
Voter engagement is a central focus for KFTC in 2020. Members will register, inform, engage and turn out tens of thousands of voters who believe in and will vote for a vision for Kentucky that includes building a new clean energy economy, affordable health care for all, living wages, and a vibrant democracy. 
“Getting voters to the polls is our primary focus, especially new voters and those generally ignored in the political process,” Herron said. “KFTC members and leaders will knock on thousands of doors and talk to our neighbors about the issues that really matter to Kentuckians. We are excited to do this work knowing we will be championing Booker and other candidates who will fight for Kentucky."  
KFTC is in the process of hiring more than two dozen voter empowerment workers through November to help accomplish that.
“Knowing there is a candidate who shares and has lived some of their concerns will help motivate voters to turn out in May and November. We want to do all we can to enhance civic participation and voting, and believe showing the direct connection between who is in office and what matters in one’s life is the way to do this.”
KFTC is a 38-year-old grassroots social justice organization. It formed the New Power PAC (www.newpowerky.org) in 2010 to lift up the voices of ordinary Kentuckians in critical elections, to demonstrate that there’s a significant base of support for New Power, and to spotlight the positions and activities of candidates that are consistent with KFTC’s values and goals. 
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