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KENTUCKIANS FORTHE
COMMONWEALTH





Turnout Phone Bank “Script” 
2012 General Election – KFTC Members
Goals:
- Have a good, pleasant conversation with our members and folks that we've registered to vote and connect with them.  
- Increase Voter Turnout by making a space for people to commit to voting and to plan a time to vote and also by providing key information, rides, etc. to break down barriers to voting.  

- Point people to KentuckyElection.org and the Voter Guide to learn about candidates and cast an informed vote.

- Build a KFTC culture of voting by celebrating that our members are super voters

- Get our members active in local work in other ways – for example, by inviting them out to an upcoming event or meeting.  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Hi, is ___________ there?  

My name is ___________. and I’m volunteering with Kentuckians For The Commonwealth here in _________.  We’re calling all of our members today to make sure they’re all set to vote on Election Day – Tuesday, November 6th.

1. Do you intend to vote in this election?
If No:

Do you mind if I ask why?  
If they’re too young, unregistered, a non-citizen, or a former felon, they don’t have the right to vote, but can still get involved in the process.  You can skip down to talking to them about volunteer opportunities as a way they can make an impact and mobilize people who do have the right to vote.  

If they’re just generally disillusioned with the political process, take some time to listen to them.  It’s hard to hear, but it’s likely that a lot of their analysis is fairly correct – we don’t have many good candidates and they don’t do a good job listening to low-income communities, etc.  We can really listen and agree with these folks, but also push back a little.  KFTC has 8,000 members and is mobilizing many thousands of other voters this election too. If everyone who cares about good jobs, fair taxes, clean water, a clean energy future turns out to vote, we can make a big impact.  When people who care about their communities drop out of the voting process, candidates are even more likely to follow the money, appeal to voters’ fear and anger, and ignore the most pressing issues facing our communities.
If Yes:

That’s fantastic!  We’re hearing that from a lot of folks.  Did you know that almost 75% of KFTC members vote in the average primary election?  That’s almost three times as many as most Kentucky voter and we don’t celebrate that enough.  

Just making sure, but do you know where you’re voting to and do you have a time between 6am and 6pm set aside to vote?  Help people address these barriers by providing information, offering a ride to the polls, etc.  Thinking through when to vote can be a key psychological tool to make it more likely that people will vote.  You can also point them towards www.KentuckyElection.org or their voter guide to learn more about the candidates. 

2. Local Action

And one last thing – 
Our next local KFTC meeting is November 15th at 7pm. We'll be talking about what we should do now that the election is over to make our communities better for our families, friends and ourselves. We would love to have your join us, do you think you could make it?

If Yes:  Great! We meet at the Episcopal Mission House which is on the corner of 4th St. and Martin Luther King Blvd., across the street from the Living Arts and Science center. There is parking on the side of the building and you can enter through the side door.
If No: I understand, well, we'd love to see you sometime so you can check out our calendar online at www.kftc.org to see what events we have going on around town.

3. Thanks 

Thanks for being a member of Kentuckians For The Commonwealth and for all you do to make our community a better place to live and work.  

Things to keep in mind
- We’re non-partisan and don’t support individual candidates or political parties.  People will naturally want to try to engage us, asking who they should vote for or asking us who we plan to vote for.  Our primary goals are to get people access to candidate information, and to make sure they’re getting out to vote.  Because this year we’re running our phonebanks mostly through our 501(c)(4), callers do have a bit more latitude to talk through candidate responses to surveys and give some of their own thoughts and context.

- Note that most of these people we call will have already received our Voter Guide in the mail and they might want to talk about those.  Best to have one in front of you.  
- You can visit the KFTC Kentucky Election Website to find out much more about who's running and where they stand on important issues at www.KentuckyElection.org
- Polls will be open from 6am to 6pm.

- Absentee Voting – People should call their County Clerk if they will be unable to vote in person on Election Day.  In most cases, they can request an absentee ballot application to vote by mail or can come to the Clerk’s office during regular business hours to vote in the week before the election (but time spans available vary greatly from county to county).  It’s best that they contact their County Clerk as soon as possible. 
- You can use our website at www.KentuckyElection.org to tell people where they vote (verify their address first).  
- We can provide rides to the polls if folks need them.  Record information about people who need rides on the Rides to the Polls Roster.  

- Record volunteers on the Volunteer Roster.  

- You can reach Ondine Quinn, CKY Organizer at 859-368-4438

- You can reach Dave Newton at 859-420-8919.

- Have a KFTC Voter Guide on-hand while calling – it might help to answer some questions.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Answering Machine Message
Hi, this message is for _____________

My name is __________.  I’m volunteering with Kentuckians For The Commonwealth here in ________.  
We’re calling our Members to make sure you are all set to vote in the General election on Tuesday, November 6th Polls are open from 6am to 6pm.
We’ve sent you a Voter Guide in the mail. You can also learn about many of the candidates who want your vote by visiting www.KentuckyElection.org.
If you have questions about getting to the polls on November 6th, please contact KFTC at ____________.
Thank you very much.
______________________________________________________________________________________
Local Upcoming Events
(event)

(event)

(event)


