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KFTC is a statewide, member-led grassroots organization working
for a new balance of power and a just society. We have 7,000 members
in 100 of Kentucky’s 120 counties, including 13 local chapters.

“We're a group of people who are organized to give
a voice to the common person and to make things

better for the common person.”

Layton Register, KFTC member

Kentuckians For The Commonwealth
P.O.Box 1450

London, Kentucky 40743

(606) 878-2161

www.kftc.org



2010, One of Our Most Successful Years Ever!

Dear Friends,

In 2011, KFTC celebrates 30 years of envisioning a better Kentucky. Working side

by side, ordinary people have achieved stunning victories and shaped our state for
the better.

By almost any measure, 2010 was one of KF'T'C’s biggest years ever. Our members
influenced public policy, enforcement of mining laws, litigation, elections and
exciting developments around clean energy. We were at the table in numerous important conversations
affecting our environment, our health, our state budget and our democracy.

We met nearly 20 times with federal agencies, from the EPA to the Office of Surface Mining and the
White House Council on Environmental Quality, to demand full and fair enforcement of mining

laws. We launched the New Power Leader program to help us grow to 25,000 members in the next five
years. We communicated directly with over 150,000 voters, added two new chapters, and hit a record
$300,000 in grassroots fundraising. Four of the five new city council members, including the mayor, in
the mountain community of Wayland are KFTC members. And, in one of our biggest victories in a very
long time, we stopped a coal-burning power plant in a coal state.

As much as we've changed, we’ve also stayed the same, keeping our eyes on the vision articulated by our
ged, y ’ ping y
grassroots leaders more than a decade ago:

We have a vision. We are working for a day when Kentuckians—and all people—enjoy a better
quality of life. When the lives of people and communities matter before profits. When our communities
have good jobs that support our families without doing damage to the water, air, and land. When
companies and the wealthy pay their share of taxes and can’t buy elections. When all people have health
care, shelter, food, education, and other basic needs. When children are listened to and valued. When
discrimination is wiped out of our laws, habits, and hearts. And when the voices of ordinary people are
heard and respected in our democracy.

Today, in this moment, our seat at the table is more important than ever. We have the opportunity to
build on all of our progress in 2010 to finally end mountaintop removal, create thousands of new jobs in
clean energy, transition Appalachia to a healthier economy, pass progressive tax reform, and win voting
rights for former felons.

In these pages, we look back at all we accomplished in 2010 and look forward to all we have yet to do
together.
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Steve Boyce
KFTC Chairperson



2010 Program of Work

In 2008, KFTC launched the New
Power Initiative to elevate our strategies,
integrate our campaigns, and grow our
membership. To win change in a state
that seems often to be moving backward,
we needed to heighten our game — while
preserving all that makes us who we are.

We’re building new economic power so
all Kentuckians have access to good jobs,
good schools, health care, and a fair tax
system. We're building new energy power
by pushing industries and decision-
makers to emphasize renewable energy,
respect the environment, and create new,
safe jobs. And we’re building new political
power in which our government leaders
represent the interests of all Kentuckians
and everyone has a voice.

In 2010, as we elevated our primary
strategies, we gained major ground on
winning issues.

CONTENTS

Our Primary Strategies

Leadership Development (page 3)
Communications (page 4)
Organizational Development (page 5)
Voter Empowerment (page 6)
Chapter Building (page 7)

Alliance Building (page 8)

Winning Issues

Canary Project (page 9)

Appalachian Transition Initiative (page 11)
Sustainable Energy Policy (page 12)

Stop Smith and Renew East Kentucky (page 13)
Economic Justice and Tax Reform (page 14)
Voting Rights for Former Felons (page 15)

i Time PO

P NewW \ "'ﬂ

e_Nlet

OWER!

_ Kentckias For The Commonwealth




Primary Strategies: Leadership Development

Leadership Development is the key to
our success and the first among equals of
our primary strategies. We help ordinary
people become extraordinary leaders.

The centerpiece of the New Power
Initiative is New Power Leaders

— grassroots leaders who lead clusters of

5 or more people in their communities

on issues, fundraising, and more. We
recruited 150 New Power Leaders in 2010
and held a New Power Leader training
retreat in which leaders practiced having
conversations with cluster members.

We also gave leaders numerous opportunities to
learn about issues and refine their skills through
sit-down meetings with federal mining officials,
conversations with lawmakers in Frankfort

and Washington D.C,, training with the Tax
Fairness Organizing Collaborative, and trips

to the Colombian coalfields and the U.S. Social

Forum.

In 2011, we’ll support our New Power Leaders,
recruit 250 more leaders, and refine the New
Power Leader website and handbook. We’ll
continue our other core leadership development
activities, including skill building workshops,
spokesperson trainings, and more.

“We want to make every KFTC member more
informed about issues than the average bear. When
we have thousands of informed, concerned folks talking

to each other and impacting their communities, then

elected officials will pay attention.”
Greg Capillo, New Power Leader




Primary Strategies: Communications

Communications connect our members to our issue
campaigns, to each other, and to the world we're
working to change. We spent much of 2010 examining
and reimagining our communications program to
make it more integrated with our other strategies, more
robust, and more effective.

A team of staff and consultants explored our vision,
goals, roles, protocols and processes in a strategic
communications planning process.

Then we put our ideas and questions to work in a
major New Power media campaign with radio, web,
and print ads, a website and a New Power Pledge. In
our messaging, we promoted the theme “It’s time for
New Power!” — using the faces and voices of our own
members. Through the process, we increased our skills
and capacity tremendously.

In 2011, we’ll redesign our website and integrate it with
a new database to support on-the-ground organizing
and voter empowerment, expand our member base

and our relationship with members, give us more
communications options, and facilitate grassroots
fundraising. Building New Power will be central to our

messaging.

= Kentucky's New Power: Youth Debate the
| Real ISSues in the US. Senate Race

Thursday, October 21st
4§ 6:30 p.m. University of Kentucky: White Hall Classroom Building
Room 102 (140 Patterson Drive) Parking in Lot E/C-7, located where Lime-
Y stone/Upper meet -- on Scott. St.
FREE and Open to the Public

‘Want to hear more than attack ads? Looking for leaders who offer real solutions? Care about

o
equality for all?

¥ Then join us for one of the only campaign
events focused on key issues that matter to
MY the next generation of Kentuckians. Youth
from across Kentucky will address the real
issues in the US Senate race. Come to learn
and share your views!

@ This cvent is planned by and for Kentuckians
aged 5 to 25. People of all
ages are welcome.

Al

affordable health care and college tuition, more good jobs here at home, a clean energy future, and
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We work hard.
We love our families.

We care for
our communities.

“We have the chance fo
creafe thousands of new
Jobs in energy efficiency,
in renewabile enemgy
production, in and
restaration, and in & rebirth
A of small-scale agricuflune.
I we'ra going fo build a new,
sustainable economy, we have
to stop the destruclion af our
land, especially by mountaintop
removal,”

When we go to the
polls on November 2,
we'll cast our votes for:
Clean energy jobs
Affordable renewable energy
Healthy communities

— Baverly bay, Flayel County

“With courageous and
honest political leadership,
our people can be af the

forafront of the transition
to new power and a stronger,
healthier economy. We can
create now clean anargy jobs and
reduce the harm caused by our
dependence on fossi fuels.”

KA Owens. Lousite

“It's important for places that
rely on coal jobs foday fo be at
the frant of the transition fo the
new energy jobs of the future. Coal
miners and coal communities need
batter options. I'm convinced Kentucky
can make these better choices and
buid a better future for us all”
— Torm Barkiay, Chwan County

If you think it’'s time for New Power, join us
and thousands of other Kentuckians.
Sign the New Power Pledge at:

> www.newpowerky.org

KENTUCKIANS FOR THE
COMMONWEALTH

PO Box 1450, London, KY 40743




Primary Strategies: Organizational Development

Grassroots Fundraising and Membership Recruitment
enable us to grow our base of informed and engaged
members who invest in our vision with their time, talents
and financial resources.

In 2010 we emphasized two goals: developing our major
donor program and increasing our number of sustaining
givers. We made progress on both fronts and laid some
important groundwork for strengthening these programs
in the coming year. Our major donor program included a
successful Ashbourne Farms barn party in Louisville and
targeted communication with these folks.

Establishing the New Power Leader program was another
key piece of organizational development, as all NPLs
are asked to become sustaining givers and to invite their
cluster members to renew or join KFTC.

f Silent Auction
In 2011, we’ll expand and refine these key areas with goals 2 Al proceeds to
of $350,000 in grassroots and major donor fundraising and henefir FKEEC
1,000 new members. And we’ll use our 30* anniversary
celebration to get more of our issues into the public
discourse and potentially raise new funds.




Primary Strategies: Voter Empowerment

Kentucky’s political landscape is evolving, volatile,
and in play. While Kentuckians elected Rand Paul
as a U.S. senator, we also re-elected U.S. Rep. John
Yarmuth, who stood firm on progressive positions
and won despite being on the Palin target list.

KFTC is in the midst of this complicated
landscape, working to create a stronger democracy
and build more progressive political leadership.
We broke records in 2010 with our most ambitious
and successful voter empowerment effort ever.

We registered, educated and mobilized voters as we
have for many years, but in 2010 we did better and
more strategic targeted voter outreach using, for the
first time, SmartVAN (voter activation network).
We invested in capacity by adding a data manager
and four year-long and 11 short-term voter
empowerment organizers to engage, register and
mobilize thousands of voters. Between one-on-one
conversations, tabling at events, phone calls and
mailings, we reached 150,000 voters in key districts.

KFTC also formed the New Power PAC to play a
more visible and assertive role in Kentucky races.
With the PAC we conducted an ambitious voter
communications campaign that included extensive
contact with voters across Kentucky, a major
media campaign, website (www.newpowerky.org),
New Power Pledge, youth forum, and more.

This added capacity produced results. Moderate

U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler came under heavy attack
by the coal industry because he was the first coal-
state Congressman to publicly oppose mountaintop
removal. We mobilized tens of thousands of voters
in this district, including a mailing that lifted up his
New Power positions. He won by 647 votes.

Four of the five new city council members (and
the mayor) in the tiny coal community of Wayland
are KF'TC members, as is the mayor of Louisville,
Kentucky’s largest urban center. Each spoke to
New Power issues in their campaigns. Lexington
also elected a progressive mayor, opening up new
opportunities for work in that urban center.

We'll continue to engage and mobilize voters in
2011, when we have a governor’s race and five other
statewide constitutional officer races

“The work KFTC is doing on voter empowerment is some
of the best work around. We reach out to new voters
based on issues; we follow through from registering

voters to Election Day. It’s true empowerment.”

Antonio Mazzaro, KFIC Steering Committee Alternate
and member of KFTC'S new Northern Kentucky Chapter




Primary Strategies: Chapter Building

We strengthen our work across Kentucky by
developing strong local chapters, the building

blocks of our organization.

In 2010 we added two vibrant new chapters

in Scott County and Northern Kentucky. The
Northern Kentucky chapter opens a whole new
region for KF'TC including the three counties
bordering Cincinnati. This chapter has already

grown to 200 members.

Now we have 13 chapters across Kentucky, and
other communities are interested in starting their
own chapters.

In 2011, we’ll help the new chapters build a
strong foundation, work with members in other
communities who want to start chapters, and
focus on strengthening all chapters through
training, materials, strong local campaigns and
more.




Primary Strategies: Alliance Building

Alliances are a key piece of building our power in
Kentucky and beyond.

This year we continued our strong partnership
with the Mountain Association for Community
Economic Development on the Appalachian
Transition Initiative.

We moved forward with the Alliance for |
Appalachia, a group of 13 organizations in Central —[HEFSSE S E-' Sl
Appalachia working to end mountaintop removal. :

i ' der Heal /28

o

We added new members to the Kentucky
Sustainable Energy Alliance, a group of 31
organizations who have come together around
common goals for energy policy.

And we continued our work with the Kentucky

Forward Coalition on tax reform and the

Restoration of Voting Rights Coalition on our work around coal, SWOP’s work around nuclear

campaign to restore voting rights to former felons. energy, and our shared goal to move to cleaner
forms of energy.

Through the Pushback Network, we hosted a group

from the South West Organizing Project in New In 2011, we’ll strengthen our work with existing
Mexico who visited Eastern Kentucky and toured allies, expand alliances where it makes sense, and
mountaintop removal sites. The exchange was an strengthen partnerships that increase our skills
opportunity to draw connections between our and capacity.




Winning Issues: Canary Project

We launched the Canary Project in 2003 to build

a better future — beyond coal — for Kentucky and

the nation. The 10-year campaign encompasses
enforcement of mining laws, new policies, economic
development and alternative energy, with a special
focus on ending mountaintop removal mining.

On enforcement, we gained ground this year at the
federal level. Our members met nearly 20 times
with the EPA, Office of Surface Mining, and the
White House Council on Environmental Quality
—in Washington D.C. and at home. The EPA
announced new conductivity rules for streams that
will curb mountaintop removal. And, due in large
part to pressure from mountain communities,

“I think it is important to show them what it is we are
trying to protect. We're not just fighting to stop the
pollution of our water from coal companies, but we're
trying to protect the streams we have left”

KFTC Steering Committee member Rick Handshoe,
who met multiple times with federal requlatory agencies in 2010



Winning Issues: Canary Project

the Army Corps of
Engineers stopped using the
Nationwide Permit 21 (a
rubber-stamping process) to

permit valley fills.

Nearly a thousand KFTC 4 (LECAOEEESTBM
members and friends turned —
out for I Love Mountains

Day in Frankfort in February.
A group of KFTC youth

met with the governor’s staff,
and other KF'TC members later
met with the governor himself.
In September, nearly 120 people
— at least a dozen of them KFTC
members — were arrested at the
White House during Appalachia
Rising, a nonviolent action to
protest mountaintop removal.

Locally, members fought mine permits Lands Unsuitable for Mining Petitions to
that threatened their land and water. Two protect their watersheds. KF TC members in
communities in Harlan and Clay counties filed Jefterson County organized around a proposed

coal ash landfill in the Cane Run neighborhood
Ak of Louisville. And Floyd County members
o b appeared in the film Deep Down, which
chronicled their successful efforts to
protect their community from
surface mining.

In 2011, we’ll pressure federal
agencies to hold their
ground, strengthen our
local campaigns, and
continue to work for full
and fair enforcement of
mining laws.

10



Winning Issues: Appalachian Transition

With roots in the Canary Project, the Appalachian
Transition Initiative is a partnership between KFTC
and the Mountain Association for Community
Economic Development to foster an economic,

“1 believe that r|g ht community, and workforce transition in Central
Appalachia from an economy of coal and poverty to
now, we have the best a more just, sustainable and prosperous future.
’ c
C h ance we've h d d In In 2010, we advanced that conversation with two
decades to build a conferences. The Growing Appalachia Conference
at Jenny Wiley State Park in April included tracks

new economy h SIS on renewable energy and sustainable agriculture.
. A three-day sustainability symposium at Pine
in Eastern Kentucky.

Mountain Settlement School in May focused on

We h ave th ecC h ance local food, energy and forestry.

to create thousands We also began a listening project to learn the values,

. . hopes, fears and opinions of people in Eastern
Of new JO bS In ene rgy Kentucky. We used those insights in a media

; : campaign around the November elections, and
Eﬁ:l Sl v rsiise b | € KFTC members in Benham and Lynch compiled
ene rgy P rod uction , in their interviews in a booklet titled “Visions From

. . Black Mountain.”
land restoration, and in

a rebirth Of small-scale . Residents of Benham and Lynch

envision a new economy built on
agricu lture.” ; i B tourism and clean energy. They
R : N = v earned their community a spot

= v $B="  on the National Trust for
Bev May, Fi IOyd COUI?l'y TR : Z  Historic Preservation’s 11

Steerin g Committee | " | Most Endangered Historic
. " Places list for 2010 because
member oo of pending mining permits

that threaten their plans.

In 2011, we’ll deepen
the local conversations
and organizing to make
transition more tangible
to a broader population,
especially in Eastern Kentucky.

www.appalachiantransition.net



Winning Issues: Sustainable Energy Policy

Also a product of the Canary Project, our
sustainable energy work focuses on passing good
energy legislation that emphasizes efficiency and
renewables, protects low-income people from rising
costs, and leads to green jobs in Kentucky.

In 2009, KF'TC was instrumental in forming the
Kentucky Sustainable Energy Alliance (KySEA), a
group of organizations from the housing, farming,
nursing, environmental, energy, faith and small
business sectors, all with an interest in clean,

affordable energy.

In 2010, KySEA grew to 31 members and wrote a
bill introduced in the Kentucky General Assembly
that would have implemented a number of positive
steps, including a Renewable and Efficiency
Portfolio Standard (REPS) and feed-in tariffs for
renewable energy production. The bill didn’t pass,
but KySEA members have taken what they

12

learned in 2010 and combined it with new
information on state and federal energy
policy to improve our bill for the 2011

session.

In addition to the bill, in 2011 KySEA will
recruit new members and work to refine its
communications strategy with an improved
website and a “road show” presentation.

www.kysea.org



Winning Issues: Stop Smith/Renew East Kentucky

For the past four years, KF'T'C has worked with our allies the
Kentucky Environmental Foundation and the Sierra Club to
prevent East Kentucky Power Cooperative from building a new
coal-burning unit at its Smith Station power plant in Central
Kentucky. We won a major victory and reached a turning point

in the Stop Smith campaign when, on November 18, EKPC
announced it would abandon plans for the Smith plant and enter a
collaboration with KF'T'C and our allies to explore renewable energy
and energy efficiency options for the co-op. This exciting news
followed a particularly productive 2010 in which we:

o

Turned out more than 200 people for two public hearings on

the plant;

Helped two KFTC members run for board seats in their local

co-ops;

“I am very hopeful
that this moment
marks a turning point
in Kentucky towards
energy efficiency and
renewable energy,
both of which will
provide economic and

job development much
greater than another
coal plant would have
done.

KFTC member Tona Barkley, after
EKPC abandoned plans for a new
coal-burning power plant

Sign our petition
in supportof a
Members’ Bill of Rights.

o Saw the Public Service Commission
open an investigation into the need for
the Smith plant in direct response to our
petition to the PSC last October.

To stop a coal-burning power plant in a coal
state is a huge win, and we went one step
further by convincing EKPC to agree to this
collaboration.

In 2011, we’ll pivot to the next phase: Renew
East Kentucky, a plan to change the energy
priority in the co-ops from coal to energy
efficiency and renewable energy while
creating thousands of jobs in a job-starved
region. This five-year initiative will retool
and expand the local workforce, build up
local initiatives already in place, and more
aggressively implement solutions to address
the region’s infrastructure and economic

challenges.



Winning Issues: Tax Reform/Economic Justice

Over the years, our message on tax reform has been consistent: Kentucky
needs a revenue structure that distributes tax obligations fairly, L
adequately funds public services, and is sustainable over time.

Working with allies in the Kentucky Forward Coalition, we've developed
the Kentucky Forward Bill, which calls for four changes: create a state
Earned Income Tax Credit, apply a sales tax to a small number of services,
ask Kentucky’s wealthiest to pay their fair share of taxes, and re-establish
the estate tax.

In January 2010, we held one of our most creative demonstrations of
Kentucky’s need for tax reform: a Bake Sale for the Budget. KFTC members
went to Frankfort to raise money one cupcake at a time. Peddling Depression
Cake made without milk or eggs, in the hallways and in legislators’ offices,
members talked about the need for real reform.

Lawmakers failed to pass a budget during the regular session and called a special session in May. On the

first day, the Kentucky Forward Coalition held a rally on the capitol steps to ask legislators to stop cutting
funding for education, mental health,
and other essential services.

In 2011, we'll continue to raise
awareness of budget issues and
work to frame the discourse for the
governor’s race. And we’ll continue
participating in the national Tax
Fairness Organizing Collaborative.

VEST INKIDS REVENYE .y
—

“Kentucky has been cutting for years. Look where
that gets us. No new taxes, but tuition hikes
every year for a decade. No new taxes, but public
servants do much more with much less.”

Erik Lewis, Economic Justice Committee member

14



Winning Issues: Voting Rights for Former Felons

Kentucky is one of just two
states that deny voting rights
to all former felons unless
they obtain a pardon from the brbgreda e gl
governor. This disenfranchises =
186,000 Kentuckians — one in
seventeen of voting-age people
in Kentucky, including one in
four African Americans.

We're working for a
constitutional amendment that
would automatically restore
voting rights to former felons
once they’ve served their debt
to society. Our bill has passed
the House easily in the last
several legislative sessions, but

has stalled in the Senate because Senator Damon campaign, including one in Scott County, Thayer’s
Thayer refuses to hear the bill in his committee. home district.

Much of our organizing in 2010 focused on

pressuring Thayer through visits, calls, post cards We also welcomed new felon leaders into the

and Facebook. Two new KFTC chapters formed in campaign and raised awareness through high-
communities where folks energy Singing for Democracy events in several
came together around communities.

the Voting Rights
In 2011, we’ll continue pushing for a
constitutional amendment, help
individual former felons get their
voting rights restored through
the pardon process, explore possible
litigation strategies, and consider a
campaign for a blanket pardon
from the governor if our bill isn’t
passed in the session.

15



Wrapping Up, Looking Ahead

We believe that Kentuckians For The Commonwealth

is a special organization, built, sustained,
and propelled forward by our diverse,
committed base of grassroots
members and leaders — our
extraordinary, ordinary
Kentuckians. We listen to
each other, we learn from
each other, we support each
other, and we take action for
justice together. We believe in
our vision of a just and sustainable
future and in the power of Kentuckians
to achieve such a lofty ambition.

2010 was a year of turmoil and tension in our
state and, for KF'T'C, a year of great progress.
This year we strengthened our organization
through the hard work of our members and
chapters. We enjoyed important, incremental
progress on key issues like stopping mountain-
top removal and winning voting rights for all.
And we celebrated unequivocal, transforma-
tional victory on others like halting the Smith
power plant and paving the way for the Renew
East Kentucky initiative. Perhaps most im-
portant, we lifted our prospects for the future
through innovative work on strategic com-
munications, voter empowerment, and New
Power Leaders.

EMBRACETHE
FUTURE. §
. RESPECTTHE W

In 2011, KFTC will celebrate our 30* birthday
—abenchmark dreaded by some individuals but
only to be admired and celebrated for a grass-
roots organization that has taken on some of
the most daunting challenges facing our com-
munities and state. As we go forward this year,
we will reminisce and learn from those who
have come before us, we will celebrate what we
have accomplished together, and we will stride
purposefully toward what we envision.

If you agree it’s time for New Power, we invite
you to join us.




Stay in Touch

For more information about KF'T'C and some of the ally organizations mentioned in this booklet:
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth: www.kftc.org
New Power Pledge: www.newpowerky.org
Appalachian Transition Initiative: www.appalachiantransition.net
Kentucky Sustainable Energy Alliance: www.kysea.org

Alliance for Appalachia: www.theallianceforappalachia.org

KETC Offices
Main Office Louisville Office
P.O. Box 1450 901 Franklin Street
London, KY 40743 Louisville, KY 40206
131 North Mill Street (t) 502-589-3188
London, KY 40741 (f) 502-587-0054
(t) 606-878-2161
(f) 606-878-5714 Berea Office

140 Mini Mall Drive
Lexington Office Berea, KY 40403
250 Plaza Drive, Suite 4 (t) 859-986-1277
Lexington, KY 40503
(t) 859-276-0563 Whitesburg Office
(t) 859-278-8644 P.O.Box 463
(f) 859-276-0774 253 B East Main Street

Whitesburg, KY 41858
(t) 606-632-0051
(f) 606-633-8555



KENTUCKIANS FOR THE
COMMONWEALTH

Action for Justice.



