Shaping a Just Transition >»
Toward Appalachia’s Bright Future
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Our economic future depends on strong community and political leadership: grassroots
leaders, local residents, workers, public officials, and enterprises willing to think about another
way forward. This transition will be hard. Honest conversations and a willingness to think
about what is next are needed. Supporting those willing to have hard conversations and
working to convince others who aren’t there yet is necessary.

A just transition will take a commitment to planning together and working together. Our
region is gifted with a range of assets and opportunities that can be a larger part of a growing
economy. We need leaders who respect our present and future assets and opportunities and
help shape the path toward a future that doesn’t do damage to our land, air, water, or people.

To shape our just transition and build our bright future, we have much work to do.

There are a variety of ways we can take action. We can take action in our individual lives, such
as starting a small business or buying from local producers. We can take action at the community
level, such as talking with local leaders and attending public meetings. And we can take political
and policy action, such as running for office or supporting legislation.

We need to promote the promising sectors in our region and build on our local assets.
These sectors include the following and more:

» local agriculture  » sustainable forestry » renewable energy » land & environmental repair
» energy efficiency » health care & childcare » arts & culture » tourism & recreation

A bright future will require local action and policy changes across all sectors that:

Grow strong businesses and organizations
Building a local economy will take skilled local entrepreneurs who care about their
communities. Ensuring effective entrepreneurial support from the state and access to
affordable capital will be needed to create local jobs and other economic opportunities.

Support workers
As coal jobs decline, workers will need more support. The state and federal government
should provide time-limited financial support and real education and training
opportunities for workers transitioning into new sectors.

Increase financial investment in infrastructure and education
The state and federal governments need to invest more in the future of the region.
Creating a future fund from the coal severance tax is one important direction. Large-
scale investment--such as in infrastructure and especially education--will help support
large-scale solutions.

Everyone needs to be part of this
conversation. Solutions to hard problems lie
in the relationships and ideas that grow when we listen to each other. An honest, hopeful and public
conversation is needed about the future of our communities. All of us have a role to play.
Out of these conversations we can create a better way forward, a bright future together.



