Nuts and Bolts of Voter Registration

One of the things that people absolutely need to participate in elections is to be registered to vote.  

People who haven’t registered to vote, haven’t voted in the last four years, or who have moved since the last time they’ve registered all need to fill out one of these cards.  

Notable folks who can’t register to vote include people who won’t be 18 or older on November 6th of this year, Former felons who haven’t had their civil rights restored, and non-citizens.  We really want to connect with all of those people to help them to be involved in other ways, but they can’t register.  

Students who are away from home – we really encourage to fill one of these out using their campus address.  Most of them will be at school on Election Day and they’re much more likely to be able to vote if they can walk right down the street and do it on Election Day.

We usually start someone out by giving them a registration card and a pen and asking them to answer the top two questions, the set of boxes on the left, then the Social Security line and on down and simply ask them to ask if they have any questions along the way. 
· They must provide a social security number unless you’ve worked out an agreement with the appropriate County Clerk’s office. 
· They must also choose a party. If they choose “other”, that’s fine. But you should let them know that they can’t vote in partisan primary elections unless they are registered either Democrat or Republican.  You cannot suggest a party, even if they don’t know.  Saying something neutral like “If it helps, George Bush and Mitt Romney are Republicans and Barack Obama is a Democrat” is perfectly fine.  
· Check every card turned in to make sure that they filled everything out (including the 2 boxes at the top and the social security number line, the most overlooked areas).  Also, make sure that the information is consistent (county matches up with address, etc.)
· Thank everyone for registering to vote and let them know that they’ll get a notice in the mail close to the election letting them know where to vote.  We usually also like to give them a publicity piece about the local chapter, inviting them to get more involved and to stay in contact if they have any questions about voting.
· The last day to register to vote is October 9th. 

After someone has registered to vote, our job isn’t done.  We want to hold on to those cards and guard them safely.  We want to record the name and contact information of everyone we register as well as information about where we registered them so we can keep in touch to remind them to vote later. 

After we’ve copied the cards or recorded the information, we need to get these in to the local County Clerk and mail the out of county cards to the appropriate counties or to the State Board of Elections.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We absolutely need to turn in every card we collect by October 9th.  Not turning them in does a tremendous disservice to our democracy… and could be considered a felony as well.  Keeping cards safe and getting them in is a high priority.  

You can reach Dave Newton, KFTC’s Voter Empowerment Organizer, at any time with voter registration questions.  His cell phone number is 859-420-8919.
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You MUST answer questions A & B below before completing this form.

4069001

(i different from above):

A. Are you a citizen of the United States of America? L_1YES[_]NO | If you checked “no” in response to either of
B. Will you be 18 years of age on or before election day? |_| YES] _|NO | these questions, do not complete this form.
[ Check 3 FOR CLERK USE ONLY
[ New [ Address OTHER
Registration Change PRECINCT CODE PRECINCT NAME TOWN CODE
[ Pary [ Name
Change Change
: i L RS
Last Name First Name. Middle Name Suffix (circle one) O
[COremale [JMale Jr. |s., ] ‘ o
Address where you live (do not give PO Box address) Apt# City T T Code
"Address where you get your mail Apt# City Zip Code

Party Registration — check one box

[CIpemocratic Party
[Republican Party

Other
= Torte name sbove)

f you select “Other” as your party affiiation, you are
eligible to vote for only nonpartisan offices in any
primary election. You may vote for any candidate in
all general or special elections. Only persons timely
registered shall have the right to vote.

WARNING: If you sign this statement even though you know it is ntrue, you can be convicted

and fined up to $500 andlor jailed up to 12 months.
Voter Declaration - read and sign below
I'swear or affirm that:

«  lamauU.sS. citizen
live in Kentucky at the address listed above:

= Iwill be at least 18 years of age on or before the next general election
= Iam nota convicted felon, or if | have been convicted of a felony, my civil ights must have.

been restored by executive pardon

= I'have not been judged “mentally incompetent” in a court of law
= I donot claim the right to vote anywhere outside Kentucky

NOTE: You may change your poltical party affiation
at any time on or before December 31 to remain
ible 1o vote i the following primary election.

X signature

Date.
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