Organizing a voter registration drive

Best practices for getting people registered and ready fo vote!
And an introduction to KFTC’ s Voter Empowerment work




KFTC’ s Voter Empowerment Work

O Voter Registration

0 Voter Education

0 Voter Mobilization

More! - Candidate fraining, candidate education, efc.




Voter Empowerment Approach

We engage in Voter Empowerment work to create an authentic, participatory
Democracy, something we believe does not exist now and is a prerequisite to
creating the kind of policies that lead to the quality of life reflected in KFTC s
Vision Statement.

We want to make elected officials more responsive to Kentuckians as a whole,
not just a handful of politically powerful interests and we seek to create the
environment in which better candidates will tend to run and get elected.

Along with our other strategies like Issue Organizing and Communications, we
can build power to bring about lasting change in our Commonwealth.




How it all fits together

Communicate a vision and new ideas
(conversations, media, newsletter...)

Voter Empowerment Issue Organizing
(voter registration, information, turnout) (people speak/act together)




Why Register Voters?

O Because low-income Kentuckians, people of color, and youth
communities aren’ t well-represented now and that’ s partially because
fewer of them participate in the political process.

U We can make sure supporters of our issues we work on are registered
and voting.

O It makes our democracy stronger and more complete.

One of the things that people absolutely need to participate in elections is to be
registered to vote.

People who haven’t registered to vote, haven’t voted in the last four years, or who
have moved since the last time they’ve registered all need to fill out one of these cards.



Get voter registration cards

Contact your local KFTC organizer and/or local County
Clerk and ask for the number of voter registration cards
you need.

You can also contact the State Board of Elections to
request a large number of registration cards, mail-in voter
registration cards, and voter information guides.

State Board of Elections number is 502-573-7100.




Pick a time and location

Who do you want to reach
out to? (Young folkse Voters
in low-income and people
of color communities?)

Where are the best places
to reach those voters?

Decide whether you want

to set up a table, walk with
a clipboard in a crowd, or

go door-to-door.

Just a sidenote that students who are away from home — we really encourage to fill one
of these out using their campus address. Most of them will be at school on Election
Day and they’re much more likely to be able to vote if they can walk right down the
street and do it on Election Day.



Know the law. A voter must:

Be a US citizen.
Be a resident of KY at least 28 days before the election.

Be at least 18 years old by the date of the next General
Election.

Not be a convicted felon — or have civil rights restored.

Not have been judged mentally incompetent in a court
of law.

Nof claim the right to vote anywhere outside KY.

Notable folks who can’t register to vote include people who won’t be 18 or older on
November 6t of this year, Former felons who haven’t had their civil rights restored,
and non-citizens. We really want to connect with all of those people to help them to
be involved in other ways, but they can’t register.



SBE 01 (08/03) You MUST answer questions A & B below before completing this form. 4069001

A. Are you a citizen of the United States of America? | _]YES|_|NO | If you checked “no” in response to either of
B. Will you be 18 years of age on or before election day? || YES| |NO | these questions, do not plete this form.
Check one: FOR CLERK USE ONLY
PRECINCT CODE PRECINCT NAME TOWN
] New [] Address OTHER
Registration Change CODE
I:I Party ]:I Name
Change Change
Social Security Number Date of Birth (M-D-Y) County (where you live) Work Phone Home Phone
Last Name First Name Middle Name Suffix (circle one) O
[CJFemale [ Male Jr.|Sel [V
Address where you live (do not give PO Box address): Apt # City Zip Code
Address where you get your mail Apt # City Zip Code

(if different from above):

Party Registration — check one box WARNING: If you sign this statement even though you know it is untrue, you can be convicted
and fined up to $500 and/or jailed up to 12 months.
Jpemocratic Party Voter Declaration — read and sign below
[ Republican Party | swear or affirm that
. lama U.S. citizen
[CJother s llive in Kentucky at the address listed above

(write name above)

If you select “Other” as your party affiliation, you are
eligible to vote for only nonpartisan offices in any
primary election. You may vote for any candidate in
all general or special elections. Only persons timely
registered shall have the right to vote

1 will be at least 18 years of age on or before the next general election

| am not a convicted felon, or if | have been convicted of a felony, my civil rights must have
been restored by executive pardon

| have not been judged “mentally incompetent” in a court of law

| do not claim the right to vote anywhere outside Kentucky

NOTE: You may change your political party affiliation X Signature Date
atany time on or before December 31* to remain I S T A T
eligible to vote in the following primary election Withessed By: Witnesse 'y

We usually start someone out by giving them a registration card and a pen and asking
them to answer the top two questions, the set of boxes on the left, then the Social
Security line and on down and simply ask them to ask if they have any questions along
the way.

oM@ O@+¢ OO0OCH2M S5 +ONMpHSse N NHeOxed
BEOOHNMO emel + KOG N O0&KMNL O6¢ SN
SVHOMMOMmEe <xé2n 6221 SSOOO0O0O0XSseNn <Oemeéln
SN O& « OxXXAHMM @

#2202 O@«¢ Sse«[] MpanO0en < OSsOene Uxr éxxmHA
HoxO0em “OexamMO’c= e03se’ s KA 266 RNOe
voOeen Ol e MO &EOe $:25¢ ¢ME MHSH ¢
“«Oen xm OSOexeom OOXOSOXR Mennéexime SEON ¢
oM SSOm amVexeemanL mxexma smoadmasse OO0
LM O eXMpIsman wO0¢ NTSHECE +@Yo Vol +¢ 5
OSOeRas N <«mMm xx* M@ 20m ¢ &KmOead
¢SSAXMY, +OOMeNEY, EHN G050 eX&LNM “Uxd Xeé
mnedem= dMOO0YIN e« SHE §Xéee O0OmMNKE SSam
M OeSexpocme Some A5 ME&S BHSOIS He o
sMOOMmOTse” e OMOXMNpeOR MMM @D

SMME& MeMORn MmO eeOmN 2 xm 60 OTS&M
+@1, 60356 M EA xXHeel 2 NM<eNORNE2HKEYY Oe¢
BHEHO G2 XmMY), 622N, QOXIM e o6 éxxn 00 SSme



Double check each registration card!

A complete residential address is
needed. A mailing address is required
only if different from residence.

Social Security Number

Must mark a party choice, even if that
choice is “independent”

Must list date of birth

Two witnesses needed ONLY if voter
signs with an “X”

Phone number not required, but helps
the Clerk clear up any missing info.

After someone has registered to vote, our job isn’t done. We want to hold on to those
cards and guard them safely. We want to record the name and contact information of
everyone we register as well as information about where we registered them so we can
keep in touch to remind them to vote later.

After we’ve copied the cards or recorded the information, we need to get these in to
the local County Clerk and mail the out of county cards to the appropriate counties or
to the State Board of Elections.

We absolutely need to turn in every card we collect by October 9t". Not turning them
in does a tremendous disservice to our democracy... and could be considered a felony
as well. Keeping cards safe and getting them in is a high priority.

You can reach Dave Newton, KFTC’s Voter Empowerment Organizer, at any time with
voter registration questions. His cell phone number is 859-420-8919.



Be visible (and loud if needed)

Get or create good signs
and banners.

Put “register to vote” signs on
back of each clipboard.

Publicize what you are doing
in local media.

Announce “Register to vote!
Quick and easy. Sign up
here!” in a loud voice.
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Other considerations

Your voter registration outreach work can also include
information about KFTC campaigns and issues.

Mail-in voter registration cards are useful to give to people
who are in a hurry or who know k=someone who needs to
register.

Bring paperwork that former felons can use to request
their voting rights back if they have completed their
sentence.

Students may register at either a permanent address
back home of their campus address. All things being
equal, it’ s best to register on campus, especially in the
Fall.
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Turn in cards in a timely manner.

The voter registration deadline before
each election is absolute. (Next
deadline is October 9, 2012.)

Cards must be turned in or
postmarked to local County Clerk or
State Board of Elections by this date,
but earlier is better.

If you register people who live in
different counties, you must mail cards
to each different County Clerks.

Before furning in the cards, write down
names, addresses and phone numbers
to remind people to vote!
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Newly registered voters are
MUCH more likely to vote if you
follow-up before election day.
Send a card.

Make a call.

Best of all, knock on their door!

Offer rides & information about
where to votel
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Together we are strengthening
our democracy!

KENTUCKIANS FOR THE
COMMONWEALTH
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